MINUTES

Southwest Georgia Regional Development Center

August 30, 2007

The Southwest Georgia Regional Development Center held its regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting Thursday, August 30, 2007 in Camilla at the Depot. Chairman Jack Powell chaired the meeting with the following directors present: Mr. Steve Donley, Mr. Charlie Williams, Mr. Russell Bailey, Mr. Fred Hart, Mr.      J. D. Byrd, Mr. Jerry Smith, Mr. Ernie Feille, Ms. Glenda Battle, Dr. Robert Coker, Dr. C. T. Stafford, Mr. Morris Gurr, Mr. Marvin Jones, Mr. Al Hutchins, Mr. Kenneth Hall, Mr. Charles Renaud, Mr. Jimmy  Douglas, Mr. Anthony Ward, Ms. Jenny Crisp, Mr. Vincent Cutts, Mr. Alan Ours, Mr. Howard Small, Mr. Luther Clearman, Mr. Ben Hayward, Mr. Danny Palmer, Mr. Robert McDaniel Ms. Brenda Broome, Mr. Lucius Holloway, Ms. Elaine Mays, Mr. Ed Titus, Mr. Mike Stephenson, Mr. Alex McCoy and Mr. Eddie Williamson. 

Those directors calling to report conflicts were Ms. Jackie Heard, Mr. Stanley Harrell, Mr. Art Searles, Mr. Stephen Kaplan, Ms. Kathy Howard, and Ms. Veryl Cockey.

Board of Directors members absent were Ms. Markeita Bullard, Mr. Brian McDaniel, Mr. Dennis Roland, Mr. Bill Shingler, Mr. Robert Albritten, Mr. David Lewis and Mr. Dan Miller.

Staff members present were Executive Director Dan Bollinger, Ms. Suzanne Angell, Mr. Paul Forgey, Mr. Emerson Chew, Ms. Ashley Davis, Ms. Penny Fennell, Ms. Barbara Reddick, Ms. Sheila Kirkland, Ms. Marsha Humphries, Ms. Brenda Wade, Ms. Michelle Richardson, Mr. Spencer Chew, Mr. Jeff Hamilton, Ms. Kerrie Davis, Mr. Shane Kelsey, Ms. Pascha Spence, Mr. Toby Addison, Ms. Brittany Jackson and Mr. Corey McGee.

Guests attending the meeting were Ms. Emma Holloway, Ms. Barbara Clearman, Ms. Annette Morman, Mr. Pete Marshall, Mr. Wallace Sholar, Mr. Buford Hicks, Mr. James Eubanks, Mr. Ned Sanders, Mr. Morris Sims, Ms. Patsy Maddox, Mr. Lewis Spears, Congressman Sanford Bishop, Mr. Jody Redding, Senator Johnny Isakson’s Office; Camilla Mayor and President of Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) Jay Powell; and President of the Association of County Governments (ACCG) Tom McMichael. Legislators attending the meeting were Ms. Freddie Powell Sims, Mr. Ellis Black, Mr. Gerald Greene and Mr. Gene Maddox. 

Mr. Lucius Holloway led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Powell called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. 

Mr. Dan Bollinger reported on the attendance stating that there are 33 members present representing all fourteen counties and we do have a quorum. Calhoun, Grady and Mitchell Counties had 100% representation.

Mr. Fred Hart moved the approval of the consent agenda, seconded by Mr. Morris Gurr. The motion was unanimously approved.

Ms. Battle gave the Transportation Committee report stating that the Transportation Committee met and discussed several issues. Some of those issues discussed included Coalition of Advocates for Georgia’s Elderly (CO-AGE); Mental Health, Development Disabilities and Addictive Diseases (MHDDAD) regarding rural transportation funding; developing policies for rural transportation in Southwest Georgia; and the actuary report that was due July 1st that has not been completed.

Mr. Paul Forgey gave the Planning Director’s report reporting that staff has reviewed and completed Developments of Regional Impact (DRI) for the City of Moultrie for a housing development and for the City of Bainbridge for a mixed use development. Both DRIs were approved and determined to be in the best interest of the state. Mr. Forgey further reported that staff is currently reviewing a DRI for Worth County for an industrial park; that all governments in the region have been notified that they need to officially request assistance from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) website for the RDC to assist them with their Local Updated Census Addresses (LUCA), and that the RDC will be offering training for LUCA.

Mr. Dan Bollinger gave the Executive Director’s report stating that transportation has dominated the RDC since we were awarded the Department of Community Health (DCH) contract; and that the RDC assisted Mitchell County in receiving a million dollar grant for road work to the new ethanol plant. Mr. Bollinger further reported that staff held an Entrepreneur Expo, worked with the Hwy 27 Association regarding loan programs in our area, have worked on five comprehensive plans this year, and have provided technical assistance to Lee County in their planning activities. Mr. Bollinger stated that we continue to work with the Certified Literate Community Program (CLCP) and have administered eleven grants as well the Economic Development Association (EDA) grant.

Mr. Steve Donley made a motion for the Draft State Water Plan Resolution to be approved, seconded by Mr. Fred Hart. The motion was unanimously approved.

Mayor Jay Powell of Camilla, President of the Georgia Municipal Association, presented remarks regarding HR 900, the Georgia Repeal of Every Ad Valorem Tax (GREAT) tax reform proposal of Speaker of the House Glenn Richardson, and the effect of the proposed constitutional amendment on local governments.  It has been widely agreed throughout the state the amendment, as it is currently proposed, could have a devastating effect on the ability of local governments to operate and progress, with the most serious provision being the allocation of revenues from the proposal to local governments from the state to the government.  Commissioner Tom McMichael of Houston County, added the perspective of County Government as President of the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia noting all of the same concerns of GMA, but also expressing the concern that economic cycles would have an effect that could not be anticipated, and would yield an unstable source of revenue, thereby crippling local governments ability to serve their constituency.

Jody Redding, representing Senator Isakson’s office, spoke briefly on behalf of the Senator, and mentioned the Farm Bill as a major concern of the Senator.  He noted his Committee assignments were particularly beneficial to this region, allowing the Senator input on issues, legislation and concerns of our rural region, particularly in Transportation and Rural Development.

State Representatives Gerald Green, Ellis Black, Gene Maddox and Freddie Powell Sims each spoke briefly regarding issues the state legislature was facing in the coming session, each responding to the HR 900 GREAT plan and other pertinent legislation.

U. S. Congressman Sanford Bishop spoke at length regarding legislation enacted in this current session and also remarked at length on legislation coming up in the next session including but not limited to reauthorization of the Economic Development Administration program, specific provisions in the new Farm Bill which will not only benefit the agribusiness community in Southwest Georgia, but will also have a direct impact on the local governments of our region as well as the RDC.  He noted the recent change in Congressional leadership allowed him to be positioned uniquely for the coming session and he was looking forward to being of assistance to our region, particularly for our Community and Economic Development Programs. 

Mr. Bollinger stated that our next meeting will be Thursday, September 27, 2007 at the RDC offices in Camilla. 

Mr. Steve Donley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Fred Hart. The motion was unanimously approved. 

With there being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

Jack Powell, Chairman
 
Dan Bollinger, Sr., Secretary
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